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Pioneers in avian intelligence have found that although birds’ brains are very small, they are incredibly intelligent, and sometimes have surprising similarities to the behavior or brain functions of humans.  Examples range from the cockatoo who was the first animal documented to dance to a beat to Irene Pepperberg’s in-depth studies done with the African grey parrot Alex (named for Avian Learning EXperiment).{Laudato, 2010 #2334;Pepperberg, 1999 #2298}  There have even been studies documenting that some birds successfully use, and even modify or build, tools.{Bird, 2009 #2318;Holzhaider, 2011 #2314;von Bayern, 2009 #2316}
